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Key Terms and Definitions

E. Coli - A type of bacteria found in a healthy intestinal tract. Some E. coli can
make people sick through contaminated food, water, contact with animals
and other people.

Enterococcus - A type of bacteria that lives in the intestinal tracts of warm-
blooded animals, including humans, and indicates possible fecal contamination.

MPN - "Most Probable Number" is a laboratory method used to estimate the
number of living bacteria in water. It relies on a serial dilution process rather than
counting individual bacteria colonies on a plate.

STV - "Statistical Threshold Value" represents a value covering the top 10% of the
dirtiest or highest bacterial samples (the 90th percentile).

CFU - "Colony Forming Unit" is used to estimate the # of viable bacteria in a
sample. A colony is a cluster of bacteria growing together.

BAYV - "Beach Action Value" is the value an approving authority uses to issue
beach notifications for E. coli and Enterococcus.
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