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Our Vision is clean water for all Chesapeake 
and coastal communities.

Waterkeepers Chesapeake fights for clean water and a healthy environment
by supporting Waterkeepers throughout the Chesapeake and coastal regions

as they protect their communities, rivers, and streams from pollution.



THE TIME IS NOW
2024 was a year of change and upheaval. 

The Clean Water Act, which has protected our
waterways since 1972 and is the legal basis of many
Waterkeeper actions, was critically weakened in a U.S.
Supreme Court decision. With the new federal
administration, there will be more efforts to undermine
and weaken the environmental protections we rely on to
safeguard our water and health. Now science itself -
which informs all our decisions, particularly our
meticulous monitoring programs - is under seige. As
budgets decrease and government oversight is reduced,
local enforcement of environmental laws is more
necessary than ever - and nonprofit organizations will
have to work harder than ever before to protect the
things we love. 

Extreme storms and flooding continue to pollute our
waters, destroy property and harm people. Toxic PFAS,
the forever chemicals, are a looming challenge into the
future – yet the EPA has just withdrawn a federal
proposal to limit PFAS discharge and delayed the
inclusion of additional types of PFAS chemicals. Aging
and leaking infrastructure continue to dump raw sewage
into our rivers and streams - killing fish and making
people sick. While our Waterkeepers have shown we can
make progress in restoring waterways, too many of our
waters remain far from fishable or swimmable, never
mind drinkable. And too many of our communities
continue to feel the harms of historical environmental
injustices, yet they are now being pointedly shut off from
Federal funds intended to help them. 

Right now we need warriors more than ever – both
Waterkeepers and ordinary people who care about our
rivers and streams. We need to be fighting for the places
we live, work and play - before they are gone. 

     Robin Broder
     Acting Executive Director (2025)



Enforcement is critical to implementing the laws
and policies that protect our watershed, and
nationally a quarter of all enforcement action comes
from Waterkeepers. We reacted strongly against the
Sackett v EPA U.S. Supreme Court decision that
weakened protections for inland wetlands and
intermittent streams. Ongoing legal actions include
pushing for strong regulations for slaughterhouses
and Maryland’s industrial sites, and listing the
eastern hellbender as endangered.

ENFORCEMENT POLICY
Our Waterkeepers are at the forefront of policy,
research and monitoring of PFAS, the “forever
chemical”. We launched a regional PFAS campaign
focused on state legislation and educational materials
for communities. In Maryland, we organized our first
annual Waterkeeper Advocacy Day. In a pivotal year
for the Chesapeake Bay Agreement, we submitted
extensive recommendations for the Beyond 2025
Report. On the federal level, we advocated for a water
and climate-smart Farm Bill.

TRAINING & SUPPORT
Training, assistance, coordination and support of
our member programs is at the heart of
Waterkeepers Chesapeake. In addition to our 2024
Annual Retreat at Cacapon State Park,  West
Virginia (June 5th - 7th), we provided monthly
trainings and facilitated group meetings with
external partners like representatives of the Bay
Program and EPA Region 3. In Virginia, we
supported the York River Steward’s progress in
establishing a Waterkeeper program in the
York/Pamunkey/Mattaponi river basin.

ENGAGEMENT
Our program of outreach and communications is part
of our strategy to build up grassroots voices for
change. We completed and launched our Clean Water
Act Playbook for Frontline Communities
(www.CWAPlaybook.org) to empower and train
community residents facing clean water challenges.
The Playbook features videos of residents
experiencing issues like flooding, coal ash pollution,
and sewage pollution, and provides tools and
resources on how the Clean Water Act works on the
local level.

Above: Waterkeepers, staff and Board at the Annual Retreat



In Virginia, bills were signed requiring a
PFAS assessment in certain public
drinking water systems (SB243/HB1085),
and authorizing DEQ to use better data
when issuing or renewing groundwater
withdrawal permits and surface water
withdrawal permits (SB581). Other
legislation we supported included
establishing a work group to study the
establishment of a local market for
invasive blue catfish, prohibiting cyanide
in mining operations, and banning toxic
coal tar pavement sealant.

SUCCESSES IN 2024

In Maryland, other successful bills included
the Protecting State Waters From PFAS
Pollution bill (SB956/HB1153) that
addresses PFAS contamination from
industrial facilities, and a bill establishing a
permit program for the application of
industrial sludge on farmland
(SB1074/HB991 ). 
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From L:  Sassafras Riverkeeper Zack Kelleher, Rosa Hance of High Street Strategies, Matt Johnston of Arundel Rivers
Federation; Waterkeepers Chesapeake Deputy Director Robin Broder; South, West & Rhode Riverkeeper Elle Bassett;

Assateague Coastkeeper Taylor Swanson; Miles-Wye Riverkeeper Ben Ford, Waterkeepers Chesapeake’s Elizabeth Nellums
and Leda Huta; Potomac Riverkeeper Network’s Lucy Puentes; Chester Riverkeeper Annie Richards, at our first annual

Waterkeeper Advocacy Day at Maryland’s State Capitol. 

In December, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service announced a proposal to list the
eastern hellbender as an endangered
species throughout its range under the
Endangered Species Act. This long-
overdue action was taken after a lawsuit
filed by Center for Biological Diversity on
behalf of Waterkeepers Chesapeake,
Middle Susquehanna Riverkeeper, Lower
Susquehanna Riverkeeper, and
Waterkeeper Alliance.

The Clean Water Justice Act passed in
Maryland (SB653/HB1101). This precedent-
setting bill restores the right for impacted
community members to enforce laws to
protect inland wetlands and intermittent
and ephemeral streams which was lost with
the Sackett v EPA decision. It gives
Marylanders the same degree of access to
state courts as they have in federal court,
and repairs the threat to Maryland’s critical
water resources caused by the U.S.
Supreme Court decision.

https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+SB243
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB1085


WATERKEEPERS
Assateague Coastkeeper Taylor Swanson

Anacostia Riverkeeper Trey Sherard
Baltimore Harbor Waterkeeper Alice Volpitta

Chester Riverkeeper Annie Richards
Choptank Riverkeeper Matt Pluta

Gunpowder Riverkeeper Theaux Le Gardeur
James Riverkeeper Tom Dunlap

Lower Susquehanna Riverkeeper Ted Evgeniadis
Middle Susquehanna Riverkeeper John Zaktansky

Miles-Wye Riverkeeper Ben Ford
Potomac Riverkeeper Dean Naujoks
Sassafras Riverkeeper Zack Kelleher

Severn Riverkeeper Sara Caldes
Shenandoah Riverkeeper Mark Frondorf

South, West & Rhode Riverkeeper Elle Bassett
Upper Potomac Riverkeeper Brent Walls

WHO WE ARE
WATERKEEPERS CHESAPEAKE 2024

www.WaterkeepersChesapeake.org

2024 STAFF
Leda Huta, Executive Director*
Robin Broder, Deputy Director

Ernesto Villaseñor, Dir of Advocacy and Member Support
Elizabeth Nellums, Grants & Program Manager
Devora Kimelman-Block, Ag Policy Specialist

Sandra Franco, Legal Counsel

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Emily Franc, Chair

Elle Bassett, Vice Chair
Kathleen Liedy, Treasurer

Nina Beth Cardin
Tom Dunlap

Mark Frondorf
Staci Hartwell

Tim Hill
David Hunke

Evan Isaacson* January - July



Corporate & Other Partners:

MOM’s Organic Market
Chesapeake Bay Paddle 
Farm Aid
National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition

Pro Bono Legal Counsel: 

Animal Legal Defense Fund
Center for Biological Diversity
Chesapeake Legal Alliance
Earthjustice 
Environmental Integrity Project
Southern Environmental Law Center

Foundation Partners:

Campbell Foundation
Curtis & Edith Munson Foundation
Foundation for Pennsylvania Watersheds
Oak Hill Fund
Rouse Foundation
Virginia Environmental Endowment

SUPPORTERS

WATERKEEPERS CHESAPEAKE JANUARY - DECEMBER 2024

Waterkeepers Chesapeake is grateful to the following:

FINANCIALS

Thank you to all our individual donors at all levels! Your gifts make our work possible!
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