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Our Vision is clean water for all Chesapeake 
and coastal communities.

Waterkeepers Chesapeake fights for clean water and a healthy
environment by supporting Waterkeepers throughout the

Chesapeake and coastal regions as they protect their
communities, rivers, and streams from pollution.



LEDA HUTA
EXECUTIVE DIRECTER

AN INVITATION
Since the Clean Water Act passed in 1972,
we've come a long way from the days we
dumped industrial waste and raw sewage into
our waterways--most of the time. As we
reflected on the progress of our Waterkeepers
during our 10th Anniversary in 2023, we
recognized that there is much work to do.
Extreme storms and flooding pollute our
waters, destroy property and harm people.
Aging and leaking infrastructure dump raw
sewage -- killing fish and preventing people
from swimming. Too many of our communities
continue to feel the harms of historical
environmental injustices. Toxic PFAS, the
forever chemicals, are a looming challenge
into the future. We all need warriors – both
Waterkeepers and people on the frontlines –
out there fighting for all of us and with us to
make sure that we have clean water.

Each Waterkeeper is a powerhouse in their
own right. Yet, working together, we have the
potential to create an even bigger wave of
impact. We believe that power grows as it is
shared. And if we’re rowing in the same
direction—learning, sharing, collaborating, and
strategizing together—we’ll have the greatest
power, the biggest collective impact, and the
healthiest communities and waterways.

We hope you’ll join our Waterkeepers in
making a difference for our communities and
waterways.

ROBIN BRODER
DEPUTY  DIRECTER



Enforcement is critical to implementing the laws
and policies that protect our watershed, and
nationally a quarter of all enforcement action comes
from Waterkeepers. As Waterkeepers, we reacted
strongly against the Sackett v EPA U.S. Supreme
Court decision that weakened protections for inland
wetlands and intermittent streams.

ENFORCEMENT POLICY
In 2023 our advocacy efforts focused on priority
issues such as PFAS (“forever chemicals”), plastic
pollution, polluted runoff from agricultural and
urban/suburban lands, water quality, and
environmental justice. On the federal level, we
advocated for a water and climate-smart Farm Bill.

TRAINING & SUPPORT
Training, assistance, coordination and support of
our member programs is at the heart of
Waterkeepers Chesapeake. In addition to our 2023
retreat in Marriottsville, Maryland on October 19 -
21, we provided monthly trainings and facilitated
group meetings with external partners like the EPA.
In Virginia, we supported the York River Steward’s
progress in establishing a Waterkeeper program in
the York/Pamunkey/Mattaponi river basin.

ENGAGEMENT
Our program of outreach and communications is part
of our strategy to build up grassroots voices for
change. We completed and launched our Clean Water
Act Playbook for Frontline Communities
(www.CWAPlaybook.org) to empower and train
community residents facing clean water challenges.
The Playbook features videos of residents
experiencing issues like flooding, coal ash pollution,
and sewage pollution, and provides tools and
resources on how the Clean Water Act works on the
local level.

“Thank you to the Waterkeepers Chesapeake team for the services and support you’ve given us over the last
year and beyond. I’m feeling really good about how Waterkeepers Chesapeake has grown to be a resource for

individual Waterkeeper groups.” - Matt Pluta, Choptank Riverkeeper



We supported a 2023 bill introduced by
the Office of the Attorney General that
enables that office to investigate and
prosecute cases against persons that
violate state criminal environmental and
natural resources laws. 

SUCCESSES IN 2023
Following our legal victory on relicensing
the Conowingo Dam in federal appeals
court, the reconsideration of Maryland’s
2018 water quality certification restarted.
We filed supplemental briefs, along with
support from 40 organizations, over 800
people and the Maryland federal
delegation, arguing for strong water and
habitat protections in the dam’s 50-year
license.
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We continue to press the EPA for stronger
regulations on slaughterhouses and rendering
facilities, as well as regulations around existing
and emerging contaminants in drinking water,
and challenge weak NEPA regulations that
shield Concentrated Animal Feeding
Operations from environmental review. 

The U.S. EPA proposed new water
pollution control standards for
slaughterhouses and rendering facilities in
response to our coalition’s lawsuits

In our larger coalition’s hellbender lawsuit,
a federal judge found in September 2023
that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s
2019 denial of Endangered Species Act
protection for the eastern hellbender
salamander was arbitrary and unlawful.

Maryland Dept. of the Environment (MDE)
opened up a new comment period
addressing specific climate and
environmental justice areas of the
industrial stormwater general permit,
including: weak environmental justice
provisions added in the final permit, the
final permit’s reliance on outdated rainfall
data, and weakened no-exposure
requirements. We are now waiting for
MDE’s final permit and response to our
comments. 

https://waterkeeperschesapeake.org/legal-victory-puts-hellbender-back-on-track-for-endangered-species-protection/


2023 WATERKEEPERS
Assateague Coastkeeper Taylor Swanson

Anacostia Riverkeeper Trey Sherard
Baltimore Harbor Waterkeeper Alice Volpitta

Chester Riverkeeper Annie Richards
Choptank Riverkeeper Matt Pluta

Gunpowder Riverkeeper Theaux Le Gardeur
James Riverkeeper Tom Dunlap

Lower Susquehanna Riverkeeper Ted Evgeniadis
Middle Susquehanna Riverkeeper John Zaktansky

Miles-Wye Riverkeeper Ben Ford
Patuxent Riverkeeper Fred Tutman
Potomac Riverkeeper Dean Naujoks
Sassafras Riverkeeper Zack Kelleher

Severn Riverkeeper Sara Caldes
Shenandoah Riverkeeper Mark Frondorf

South, West & Rhode Riverkeeper Elle Bassett
Upper Potomac Riverkeeper Brent Walls

STAFF
Robin Broder, Acting Executive Director (January - September)

Leda Huta, Executive Director (September - December)
Elizabeth Nellums, Grants & Program Manager

Devora Kimelman-Block, Agriculture Policy Specialist
Alex Villazon, Water & Climate Justice Fellow

Sandra Franco, Legal Counsel

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jesse Iliff, Chair

Ted Evgeniadis, Vice Chair
Kathleen Liedy, Treasurer

Elle Bassett
Nina Beth Cardin

David Flores
Emily Franc

Mark Frondorf
Tim Hill

Trey Sherard

WHO WE ARE
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2023 Waterkeeper Outstanding Win (WOW) Award: Lower Susquehanna Riverkeeper Ted Evgeniadis
2023 Water Warrior Award: Richard Dolesh, Patuxent River community advocate



Non Corporate Funding Partners: 

Chesapeake Bay Paddle 
National Healthy Soils Policy Network
National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition
Farm Aid

Pro Bono Legal Counsel: 

Earthjustice 
Chesapeake Legal Alliance
Center for Biological Diversity
Environmental Integrity Project
Animal Legal Defense Fund

Foundation Partners:

Campbell Foundation
Foundation for Pennsylvania Watersheds
Curtis & Edith Munson Foundation
Anonymous Foundation partner
Rouse Foundation
Virginia Environmental Endowment

Corporate Partners:

Mom’s Organic Market
Patagonia Baltimore

SUPPORTERS
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Waterkeepers Chesapeake is grateful to the following:

FINANCIALS

Thank you to all our individual donors at all levels! Your gifts make our work possible!
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